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1  Financialisation describes an economic system or process which translates all aspects of exchange value into a 



































































































































































































































































































































































Commitment to social justice & leadership 
In a national context where political parties have mobilized community insecurities and 
anxieties, schools play an important role in alleviating these alienations. The principal of one 
state school which we identified with good practice in refugee education observed that schools 
must play an advocacy role given the disempowerment created by government policies and 
practices.  She sent teachers to accompany refugee parents to meetings with the Department of 
Immigration, and to the Refugee Review Tribunal.  Several school principals in the Catholic 
Education sector who were also interviewed for this study spoke of writing to politicians to 
counteract negative comments they made to the media in relation to refugees and asylum 
seekers.  They also expressed their opposition to government policies in school newsletters, and 
in doing so they made visible their support for refugees to the broader community of parents.  
Advocacy, a strong social justice ethos and leadership are vital elements if schools are to help 
create a culture of inclusion both within the school and within society more generally. 
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